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Abstract 

Freedom from discrimination, untouchability and aged long sufferings are dream of 

Dalits. Mohandas Namisarai’s Novel Muktiparva explores all the status of Dalits dreams in the 

independent India. This Novel reflects the countless attempts of Dalits for covering up their 

pitiable conditions. Story is set in the independent India where education creates an 

environment to remove their imposed traditions and superstitions. Education plays significant 

role to aware them about their self-determining identity which is not determined by their caste 

but recognised by their potentials.   
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The convergence of social and cultural values arise the new consciousness even in the 

field of literature. It has always been observed that the true spirit of transformations taking 

place in the society is always reflected in literature. Although, the nation got its independence 

after many years of slavery but still it could not bring independence to every section of society. 

After the independence many dreams and ambitions of their community are still restrained. 

The dream of breathing in the discrimination free environment is still a dream. The hierarchies 

among different castes were not natural but it was wisely imposed on the suppressed sections. 

Such practices were very well practiced and executed by them to fulfill their unfulfilled desired. 

The consequences of grading on the basis of social status and gender were the divisions that 

were the root cause of suppression since centuries. Dalit and female stand at the lowest end of 

it.  The caste system and gender prejudices turned unyielding. It is said that the greater the force 

with which you press a spring the higher it goes. This is exactly what happened in the cases of 

Dalits and Women. With a great experience the Dalits raised a revolutionary voice against their 

repression. Dalit literature exposes to comprehend the unheard voice raised by Dalits and 

experience behind it.     

There were only four Varnas (castes) in the Ancient time. “The poverty and 

untouchability of Dalits is rooted in history and religion, and from the root has emerged a great 

tree. Untouchability has been replaced by discrimination based on caste” (Limbale 66). The 

Brahmins were priests who were performing religious activities; the Kshatriyas were warriors 

whose responsibility was to protect the people from invasion; the Vaishyas were traders and 

the Shudras were producing necessary commodities. Dalits stand out of four fold division. 

They were semi-skilled or unskilled laboures indulged in menial occupation. The hierarchy is 

primarily a caste system. In caste system, Dalits are exploited on the social, economic, and 

cultural fields. Because of their low caste, they are forced to live on the margins without any 
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facilities. Marathi dictionary defines the term Dalit as broken into pieces or reduced to parts 

generally. The clearest definition of Dalit in contemporary usage has been given by Gangadhar 

Pantwane, a professor of Marathi. He says:  

To me Dalit is not a caste. He is a man exploited by the social and economic 

traditions of this country. He does not believe in God, Rebirth, Soul, and Holy 

Books teaching Separatism, Fate and Heaven because they have made him a 

slave. He does believe in humanism. Dalit is a symbol of change and revolution. 

(Agarwal and Neeta 4) 

This portrayal of caste hierarchy can be observed easily in the literature, which portrays 

the sorrow, slavery and sufferings of the Dalits and now it is known as the exceptional area 

called Dalit literature. “Dalit literature is precisely that literature which artistically portrays the 

sorrows, tribulations, slavery, degradation and poverty endured by Dalits. This literature is but 

a lofty image of grief” (Limbale 30). He further speaks, “Dalit literature is life-affirming 

literature” (Limbale 105). Dalit literature talks about pain and suffering of downtrodden people 

in a new sense, new words, new style, new aesthetics, new thinking and new myths. It is not 

just a literary movement but cultural and social movement as well. From thousands of years 

Dalit society is distant from knowledge. In literature their struggle and feelings of uprising are 

presented. On the one side, Dalit literature is a revolutionary literature, which rejects 

discrimination, untouchability, injustice, religious values, superstitions, Brahmanism etc. 

Rebirth, destiny, god, dharam-karam are the principles of exploitation. Dalits reject such 

apparatus of discrimination. Dalit literature is associated with the new dream of freedom of a 

Dalit community. Dr. Ambedkar played a very important role in this movement, therefore it 

can be said that it is not a new word. This word showed a long history of struggle:  

Dalit (Oppressed or broken) is not a new word. Apparently, it was used in the 

1930s as a Hindi and Marathi translation of ‘depressed classes’, a term the 
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British used for what are now called the Scheduled Castes. In 1970s the ‘Dalit 

Panthers’ revived the term and expanded its reference to include scheduled 

tribes, poor peasants, women and all those being exploited politically, 

economically and in the name of religion. So Dalit is not a caste. It is a symbol 

of change and revolution. (Mishra 1) 

In Hindi literature, ‘Dalit Discourse’ word becomes more popular in twentieth century.  

In Dalit literature, untouchability is the convention which is imposed by the society. Because 

of these conditions they will not develop their self respect and feeling. The inhuman behaviour 

is imposed on them and literature conveys the cruel nature of society and sufferings of 

community. Dalits are the victim of social circumstances because of caste identity. The author 

portrayed a story of fear for disclosing caste, hesitation of telling caste and hiding the caste. 

The dominant groups do not want to lose power. They keep subjugating the dominated. In the 

similar manner The people of higher caste keep exercising superiority. By using superiority 

upper caste people make Dalits realise that they are inferior and lower. On the name of justice, 

they do injustice. On the name of religion, destiny, god and nature; Dalits are always exploited. 

On the other hand, their lack of knowledge is also the reason of their exploitation, when they 

realise about exploitation, then a feeling of hatred come to mind about higher society, to whom 

they assumed a god. They can’t improve the expected condition even after getting education. 

In this way the faith of Dalit is cheated, they make fun of their feeling, ignorance, the 

possibilities and they are treated as thing of using and in return they get insult, pain, 

hopelessness etc. All these things are repeatedly offered in ‘Dalit literature’. Mohandas 

Namisarai is one of most important figure in the Dalit Literature. 

In Mohandas Namisarai’s writings, he always portrays a realistic picture of society in 

which Dalits are always exploited and neglected by the upper castes. In his writings, he 

demonstrates how Dalits become victims of castism.  He reveals cruelest form of castism and 
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on the other hand it gives expression to the pain, suffering, rejection and revolution of Dalits. 

The rejection and exploitation leads to identity crisis as Dalits themselves do not want them to 

be known with disabled identity. 

Muktiparva novel is a story of struggling Dalit families in which characters learn to live 

with their own identity in a complex Indian society. The fiction sets in a post independent India. 

After independence, Dalit are able to distinguish the attempt of exploitation the upper classes. 

It is a story of Dalit family which is struggling after independence. On the basis of caste, socio-

economic and political conditions, Dalits are discriminated by the upper caste in the society. 

They are facing discrimination since centuries but now the scenario is changing through 

education. Dalits are aroused from deep sleep and getting aware about their pitiable condition. 

He has very well portrayed the problem of social, economic, political and cultural exploitation 

through his novel’s plot and characters. His characters are facing exploitation and insult at the 

hands of upper caste of the society. He describes the life of this community in rural as well as 

in urban areas, literate and illiterate people of the community. Mukti (Freedom) of country as 

well as Dalits is beautifully described by the writer. Writer discusses the matter of 

untouchability very deeply. He reveals that Dalits have no permission to take water from the 

same tap, enter in the temple, and get admission in the school. But in the present time education 

is most important thing like water and air.  Namisarai is also promoting the significance of 

education in Muktiparva. He has exposed the struggling Dalit families for their intense 

opportunity.He has shown the constructive substitute for the troubles of Dalits. His characters 

are full of true example of hope and confidence.   

In the novel Bansi, a Dalit represents independence. He sends his son to school despite 

the discouragements of teacher. His son Suneet faces many difficulties on the name of caste 

while getting education. But he is quite revolutionary as his father and fights for his identity 

and ultimately he becomes a school teacher. Now he wants to educate every Dalit child of his 
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village as he is quite aware that only education can help them to fight against the exploitation 

and in gaining their true identity. 

Spread of education, pressure of the Dalit movement, and struggle against 

conditions of existence caused Dalit youth to express their aversion for and 

anger against the established unequal social system in their writing. This writing 

specifically, should be termed ‘Dalit Literature’.  (Limbale 25) 

Mohandas relates freedom of Dalits with the country’s freedom in his novel’s theme 

and makes it successful and appropriate. Freedom gives importance to Dalits. Even though they 

realised about their own limits and they are trying to cross the predefined boundaries. On first 

morning of the freedom Bansi’s wife Sundary gave birth to a child, who did not born in 

enslaved country, the day of freedom is not less than festival of freedom. They realised the 

freedom, after freedom there is change in Dalits consciousness. Now they are no longer dumb. 

Now they began to express their feelings and embark to understand the differences between 

answer and question. The main idea of the novel is freedom from mental oppression between 

strength and identity of Dalits. Bansi named his son as ‘Sunit’ not as ‘budhu’ and it hurts the 

reputation of the pandit, who assumed Dalit basti as his own property. A common battle will 

have to be fought on both social and economic fronts.  
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